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Mushroom i 

evidence 

dismissed 

By Joe Mandak < 

TRIBUNE-REVIEW 


Oate: 2 / 13/1997 

Edition: 

Tribune-'Review 

r — c tr“T 

Tide- EARL EUGENE HECTOR; 
ET AL 
DRUGS 

cnaractS:8 1F-PG-0 1 773 
or 

Classification’ 

■Submitting Office: 


A federal judge has thrown out 
the bulk of the evidence that feder- 1 
aRprosecutors had hoped to use j 
against a California man indicted ' 
last year in the second-largest ! 
“magic mushroom” seizure in the J 
Country. 

Eugene Earl Hector, 45, of Pismo j 
Beach, Calif., was indicted in Janu- j 
ary 1996 stemming from his arrest j 
Aug. 3, 1995, by Pennsylvania State , 
Police. 

; Trooper Gordon Watt seized 81 1 
pounds of the psilocin mushrooms ‘ 
from Hector’s single-engine plane J 
that landed at an airport in north- 
ern Pennsylvania. 

The mushrooms cause hallucina- i 
tjons and distorted perception of 
time and space. { 

The drug, once used in American > 
Indian religious ceremonies, began 1 
tp be distributed underground in 
the 1950s. The drug is believed to be i 
enjoying a resurgence, however. ! 

» But U.S. District Judge William : 
Blandish ruled Tuesday that the J 
search was illegal, which means j 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Margaret I 
Picking can’t introduce evidence of : 
tjae seizure at trial. I 

. Picking declined to comment on 
Standish’s ruling or whether she/ 
plans to appeal it. 

-Watt testified at a detention 1 
hearing on Jan. 31 that he searched . 
Hector’s plane based on informa- ! 
tion he had obtained about it arid 
Hector in the months preceding \ 
Hector’s arrest. /J 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 


Date: 05/02/1997 


To: Los Angeles 


Attn : S a nta Maria RA 

sa| 


i/From: Pittsburgh 

Squad 10 /Joh nstown RA 

Contact : SAl 


Approved By: 
Drafted By: 


Case ID #: 281F-PG-61773 (Closed) 


Title: 


RAINBOW, FAMILY, aka 

Rainbow Family of the Living Light, 

Rainbow Nation 

OC/DI 


b2 

b6 

b7C 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS 

Synopsis: EC to close case and forward information to 

Los Angeles Division, Santa Maria RA. 


Administrative: Re telephone call from SA on 04/10/1997, 

requesting background information on Pittsbuiyii case. 

Enclosures: Enclosed for the LA Division, Santa Maria RA, is an 

envelope containing background information on captioned 
Pittsburgh case . 

Details: Captioned investigation was predicated upon details 

supplied by the Pennsylvania State Police, following the arrest 
of captioned subjects for possession of 36.8 kilos of dried 
mushrooms containing psilocin, a Schedule I controlled substance. 
The mushrooms were seized on board a private aircraft on 
08/03/1995 at the DuBois- Jef f erson County Airport, Jefferson 
County, PA. 
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